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Article type: After his undeniable right to the caliphate had been disregarded, Imam ‘Ali (AS)
simultaneously assumed two grave responsibilities: vindicating his own right and
the rights of Muslims, and preserving the unity of Islamic society. This study asks
what strategy Imam ‘Al employed in practice to fulfil these two seemingly
contradictory responsibilities and seeks to analyze that strategy. The research
05 April 2025 hypothesis is that he employed three distinct strategies: positive struggle, negative

07 August 2025 struggle, and interaction and cooperation with the caliphs when necessary, in order

04 December 2025  to take the practical measures required to vindicate his right while also preserving

22 May 2026 the unity of the nascent Islamic society. The findings indicate that, within the strategy

of positive struggle, Imam ‘Al took the necessary measures to establish his

Keywords: legitimacy, including seeking the support of the people of Medina in vindicating his
Imam “Alf (peace be upon him), Vi9ht, refraining from giving allegiance voluntarily, criticizing the caliphs,
Three Caliphs, supporting their critics, disregarding the caliphs’ commands, and articulating his
own merits and qualifications for the caliphate. Within the strategy of negative
struggle, while avoiding violent action, he adopted a method of patience and silence
(sabr wa sukit), which, like his jihad, played a vital role in preserving and
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Affirmative Struggle, perpetuating Islam. Furthermore, within the strategy of interaction with the caliphs
Negative Struggle, when necessary, he provided the required cooperation, including offering political
Interaction with the Caliphs. and military advice, serving as the caliph’s deputy in Medina during military

campaigns, and assisting the caliph in times of crisis, all in the interests of preserving
Islamic unity and cohesion.
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Introduction

One of the most sensitive and decisive periods in the history of Islam was the twenty-five-year period of
early Islam, corresponding to the caliphate of the three caliphs prior to the rule of Imam “Alf (peace be upon
him). During this period, the succession to the Prophet of Islam (peace be upon him), governance over the
people, and leadership of the Islamic community were Imam ‘Ali’s undisputed rights. Nevertheless, a group
of Muslims, disregarding this right, gathered at Saqifat Bani Sa‘idah and proceeded to appoint a successor
to the Prophet (peace be upon him). As a result, Imam “Ali (peace be upon him) was deprived of his rightful
claim. Under these complex circumstances, Imam ‘Alf (peace be upon him), on the one hand, bore the
responsibility of preserving the unity and cohesion of the newly converted Muslim community so that the
very foundations of Islam would not be exposed to serious danger. On the other hand, he had to take action
to vindicate his lost right and the rights of the Muslims and could not remain indifferent in the face of such
manifest injustice. Accordingly, this study seeks to answer the following question: What strategy did Imam
‘Ali (peace be upon him) employ to manage the Islamic community under these complex circumstances in
such a way that, on the one hand, he vindicated his own right and the rights of the Muslims and, on the other
hand, avoided any action that might undermine the unity and cohesion of the newly converted Muslim
community? The complexity of the circumstances of that time arose, on the one hand, from the superficial
character of some Muslims’ adherence to Islam and the lack of consolidation of their intellectual foundations
and, on the other hand, from the serious threats posed by internal hypocrites and external enemies. Such
conditions required Imam ‘Ali (peace be upon him) to adopt a particular strategy. This strategy had to ensure
the vindication of his right and the rights of the Muslims and provide for the necessary measures to enlighten
the Islamic community, while avoiding any action that might damage the unity of the Muslim community
or expose Islam itself to danger. In his dealings with the three caliphs, Imam ‘Ali (peace be upon him)
adopted a strategy of affirmative struggle and negative struggle in order to achieve these two objectives.
Within the framework of affirmative struggle, he employed every available means to establish the
legitimacy of his claim. Within the framework of negative struggle, he adopted patience and silence in order
to preserve Islam itself and to refrain from resorting to coercive action to reclaim his lost right and the rights
of the Muslims. At the same time, whenever Islam itself was threatened, he did not neglect interaction and
cooperation with the caliphs through consultation and other means.

Materials and Methods

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method to examine Imam ‘Ali’s (peace be upon him) strategy.
Data were collected through a library-based documentary method, relying on primary historical and hadith
sources, including the Four Books, Nahj al-Balaghah, and reliable historical works from the early centuries
of Islam. The data were analyzed through qualitative content analysis. Historical reports concerning Imam
‘Alr’s conduct during the period of the three caliphs were extracted, categorized, and examined in order to
infer and explain three principal strategies: affirmative struggle, negative struggle, and interaction.

Results and Discussion

An analysis of Imam “Al1’s political actions during the period of the three caliphs indicates that he acted on
the basis of a comprehensive, expediency-oriented strategy. Contrary to reductionist interpretations that
confine his conduct merely to patience or struggle, the findings of this study reveal a three-layered strategic
system:

1. Affirmative Struggle

Within this strategy, Imam ‘Ali (peace be upon him) made use of social opportunities—such as seeking
support from the people to vindicate his right—as well as intellectual means, including explaining his virtues
and superior qualifications for the caliphate and criticizing the conduct of the caliphs. Through these
measures, he prevented the course of the caliphate from undergoing complete deviation and preserved the
identity of the authentic Islamic current in the historical memory of the community.
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2. Negative Struggle: Strategic Patience

This strategy contributed to the preservation of Islam. It demonstrates that Imam °Alr’s silence and
avoidance of a coercive uprising were not signs of weakness; rather, they constituted an active measure to
prevent the internal disintegration of the Islamic community in the face of external threats and internal
conflicts. This patience functioned as a form of silent jihad and provided the ground for the continuity of
the Islamic order.

3. Interaction and Cooperation

This strategy demonstrates the priority of the overarching interests of the Islamic community over personal
rights. By offering strategic advice in military, political, and other matters, Imam ‘Al (peace be upon him)
demonstrated that the survival of Islam was more important than attaining his undisputed right to the
caliphate and governance.

During this critical historical period, Imam ‘Ali (peace be upon him) created a balance between claiming
his right and preserving the unity of the Muslim community. By distinguishing between the question of the
caliphate itself and the broader interests of Islam, he offered a model of governance based on constructive
interaction for the preservation of social stability. This model, while not granting unconditional legitimacy
to the caliphs, prevented polarization and the emergence of destructive divisions within Islamic society.

Conclusion

The present study demonstrates that Imam ‘Ali’s (peace be upon him) strategy during the period of the three
caliphs was shaped by a civilizational model of governance. By adopting a multidimensional and flexible
approach, he established a balance between the idealistic pursuit of justice and rights and expediency-based
realism.

The findings indicate that Imam ‘Ali (peace be upon him) preserved the dimension of rightful legitimacy
through affirmative strategies, prevented the structural collapse of society through negative strategy, and
ensured Islam’s civilizational stability through interaction. This behavioral model demonstrates that his
silence and cooperation with the caliphs were not signs of passivity; rather, they represented active agency
aimed at safeguarding the essence of religion against internal and external threats.

Ultimately, the study concludes that the strategy of preserving unity while taking practical action to
vindicate his own right and the rights of the Muslims, as established by Imam ‘Ali (peace be upon him),
may serve as a strategic model for Islamic policymaking aimed at maintaining the cohesion of the Muslim
community in times of crisis and political conflict in Islamic societies.
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