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English Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the most significant events in the early years after the Prophet’s migration (Hijra) to Medina is the
celestial union of Amir al-Mu'minin ‘Ali and Fatima al-Zahra’. This marriage, which has garnered the
attention of traditionists (muhaddithiin), historians, and biographers (sira-writers) from theological,
historical, and hagiographical perspectives, possesses exceptional and instructive dimensions. The
numerous suitors for the hand of Fatima al-Zahra™ and the Prophet’s refusal, citing his anticipation of a
divine command, signify the profound importance of this marriage. Imami sources emphasize that this union
occurred by divine decree and that in the entire world, there existed no equal (kafw) for Fatima al-Zahra’
other than Amir al-Mu’ minin. In recent years in Iran, the first of Dha I-Hijja has been designated in the
official calendar as the anniversary of this auspicious union and “Marriage Day.” However, the coincidence
of this day with the anniversary of the martyrdom of Imam al-Jawad in the late Dhii 1-Qa‘da has become a
challenge for those seeking to observe mourning rituals. This proximity has led some to question the
historical accuracy of the first of Dhii 1-Hijja and seek to promote other dates, while others defend it. Given
these chronological and cultural challenges, as well as the wide discrepancy in historical sources regarding
the precise timing of this event, the present study aims to provide a comprehensive and differentiated
assessment of the correct date of the marriage (including both the contract and the wedding) by gathering
reports and opinions of traditionists and historians.

Materials and Methods

This research is descriptive-analytical, structured upon the historical research method. The data collection
method is library-based and documentary. To achieve a well-founded response, all historical reports,
hadiths, and narrations related to the betrothal, marriage contract (‘aqd), and wedding ceremony (zifaf) of
‘Al1 and Fatima were extracted from primary and authoritative sources of both sects (Imamiyya and Sunni).
Subsequently, using a comparative approach and qualitative data analysis, the narrative and historical texts
were examined. In this process, the lexical distinctions employed by historians (such as the difference
between “tazwij” and “bina’ ‘ala Fatima”) were scrutinized, and various opinions were weighed and
validated based on authenticity, tawatur (frequency of transmission), and consistency with other definitive
historical events (such as the date of the battle of Badr and the birth date of Imam Hasan al-Mujtaba) to
resolve the error arising from confusing the date of the contract with the date of the wedding.

Results and Discussion

The findings of this research clearly demonstrate that contrary to the common assumption of the simultaneity
of the marriage sermon (khutbat al-‘aqd) and the wedding ceremony, there was a significant time interval
between these two events. Historical texts of both the majority (Sunni) and the minority (Shi'7) establish a
clear boundary between “tazwij” (marriage contract) and “zifaf” (consummation/wedding) by dedicating
separate chapters to them. Hadiths indicate that after some time elapsed since the preparation of the dowry
(mahr), Amir al-Mu minin, through the mediation of some of the Prophet’s wives, requested the zifaf. Sunnt
sources also emphasize that the Prophet did not permit the zifaf until the armor (zir‘) obtained as spoils of
war was sold and the dowry was provided.

Regarding the chronological date of the “contract” (‘aqd), there are significant disagreements, with the
majority of views centering on three axes: 1) Ramadan of the second year of the Hijra: A mursal tradition
from Imam al-Sadiq narrated by Ibn Abi 1-Hadid (and citing Irbil7), supported by historians like Ibn al-Athir
and al-Diyarbakri. 2) Safar of the second year of the Hijra: al-TabarT and Abt Bishr al-Diilabi reported this
date citing Imam al-Baqir. 3) Rajab of the first year of the Hijra: A report from ‘Umar b. ‘Alf exists in Sunni
sources, which Ibn Hajar al-*Asqalant accepted, and in Imami sources, Shaykh al-Mufid (in Masar al-Shi‘a)
implicitly refers to it.
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Conclusion

A review and re-reading of the texts of both sects prove that a distinction must be made between the date of
the “marriage contract” and the date of the “wedding” of Amir al-Mu minin and Fatima al-Zahra’. Despite
the widespread dispersion of opinions regarding the exact month of the execution of the marriage formula,
there is a relative consensus among historical and narrative evidence that the wedding ceremony and the
transfer of Fatima al-Zahra’ to the house of Amir al-Mu minin occurred in the second year of the Hijra, after
the Battle of Badr, and in the month of Dhii 1-Hijja (most likely the first of Dhi 1-Hijja). From the perspective
of customs and socio-cultural life in Iran, the concept of “marriage” and the commencement of life together
is linked to the wedding ceremony and the moving of the bride to the groom’s quarters; just as couples today
generally commemorate their wedding anniversary. Therefore, the designation of the first of Dha 1-Hijja
(the day of zifaf) in the official calendar of the country as “Marriage Day” is a choice that is well-
documented, logical, and based on historical realities, and its proximity to the final days of Dhii 1-Qa‘da
should not be a reason to undermine this authentic historical fact.
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