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The Philosophy of Inclusion considers all beings—including human beings, animals,
plants, and birds—to be part of the universe. These beings follow a single principle,
namely, the principle of life, and move toward a single goal: cosmic order. Using
the descriptive—analytical method and examining the hadiths in al-Kafi—Usil,
Furii‘, and Rawda—this article seeks to answer the following questions: Is it possible
to identify the Philosophy of Inclusion in the Shi‘1 tradition? If so, how is the position
of each component of nature and its function defined? Subsequently, what insights
can be gained to revise the current formulation of the relationship between human
beings, the environment, and nature? The findings of the research show that, in the
ShiT tradition, the human being is not considered superior, possessing moral and
ontological superiority over other beings, but rather as a part of existence situated
alongside other parts of existence and natural phenomena. In this view, natural
phenomena are understood as entities that possess intrinsic value and can play a role
in the material and spiritual evolution of human beings. They contribute to
maintaining the cosmic order and reflect the Divine Names. They are considered
part of the ontological dialectic within the Philosophy of Inclusion. Such a
perception presents nature as intelligent and wise.
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Introduction

The contemporary environmental crisis is not solely a result of the excessive consumption of natural
resources; rather, it is rooted in how human beings perceive nature and their own place in existence. An
instrumentalist view of nature reduces natural beings to mere resources for satisfying human needs, which
weakens the intrinsic value of these beings and causes a rupture in the relationship between humanity and
the world. Drawing upon Shi'1 traditions and utilizing the conceptual framework of the “Philosophy of
Inclusion” (in contrast to the “Philosophy of Exclusion”), this study examines the position of nature within
the hadiths of the noble book al-Kafi. The primary research question is whether these traditions treat nature
as an inert phenomenon existing solely to serve human interests, or whether they recognize nature as
possessing an independent and meaningful place within the Divine cosmic order.

Materials and Methods

This research employs a descriptive—analytical method. The data collection method is documentary and
library-based, through which hadiths related to nature and the universe were extracted from the books Usii/
al-Kafi, Furi‘ al-Kafi, and Rawdat al-Kafi. The data analysis method is based on a theoretical framework
of the “Philosophy of Inclusion,” which emphasizes the interconnectedness between human beings, nature,
and the rest of existence. Within this analytical framework, themes such as water, trees, plants, soil, animals,
birds, the cosmic order, the glorification (fasbih) of beings, the perception of natural beings, and the rulings
related to the protection of beings within the “sanctuary” (haram) were examined and categorized.

Results and Discussion

The research findings indicate that the attitude reflected in the traditions of al-Kafi toward nature possesses
a framework beyond a purely instrumentalist view. First, nature and humanity are situated in an
interconnected ontological system, and the human being is not an entity entirely detached from the natural
world. Second, natural beings possess a form of perception and consciousness, and even their glorification
and praise of God are reflected in the traditions. From this perspective, nature is not merely a subject of
human domination; rather, it is part of the Divine order and a means for knowing God and reflecting on His
Names and Attributes. Trees, water, and soil also possess symbolic and theological functions in this
semantic system, in addition to their material functions. Trees are linked to concepts such as life, blessing,
and fertility, and water is linked to creation, life, and purity. Another important finding is the link between
this ontology and the moral rules for the protection of nature. The rulings related to the iaram (sanctuary)—
including the prohibition of killing animals, cutting trees, and destroying vegetation—show that an
independent right, especially the “right to life,” has been recognized for natural beings. Even regarding some
insects and animals, specific restrictions have been established, and expiation (kaffarah) has been prescribed
for harming them. Therefore, an ontology based on the Philosophy of Inclusion also leads to human
responsibility toward other beings at the moral level.

Conclusion

Based on the findings of this study, the perception of nature in Shi'T epistemology, as reflected in the
examined traditions of al-Kafi, is incompatible with reducing nature to a mere tool for satisfying human
needs. In this perspective, the human being is part of an interconnected whole, and nature, animals, plants,
and even inanimate matter possess a specific place and meaning within the overall order of existence. The
concept of the “Philosophy of Inclusion” provides the possibility of explaining this characteristic; because
it does not view the relationship between humans and other beings as a merely functional relationship, but
rather interprets it at an ontological and theological level. Within this framework, nature is a mirror of the
Divine Names and Attributes and a ground for monotheism (tawhid), knowledge of God, and self-
knowledge; therefore, it possesses intrinsic value and deserves respect. These ontological foundations are
also manifested in the practical rulings related to the karam (sanctuary) as a system of protective rules—
rules that restrict the killing of animals, the destruction of plants, and harming other beings. Consequently,
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the Shi'1 tradition, particularly the hadith heritage of al-Kafi, possesses significant theoretical and
theological capacity for rethinking the relationship between humanity and nature. Re-reading this capacity
can be effective in shaping a native, tradition-based environmental theology, and can provide an ethical and
spiritual framework for reconstructing the relationship between humanity and the world in the face of the
contemporary environmental crisis.
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-McFague, S. (2001). Life abundant: Rethinking theology and economy for a planet. In peril.
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