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Article type: During the Timurid period, Sunni Sufis demonstrated their affection
Review Article for the Shi'1 Imams by expressing, in their poetry and works, a belief
in the justice and wilayah (spiritual authority) of the Shi‘T Imams, as

Article history: well as tracing the spiritual lineage (silsilah) of their orders back to the
10 March 2026 Shi‘T Imams. Poets and historians also elaborated on the biographies

13 June 2026 of the Imams and praised them, resulting in the rapprochement

26 July 2026 between Shi‘ism and Sunnism and the eradication of sectarian

23 August 2026 prejudices. Examining the praise and veneration of the Shi‘T Imams in
the works of Sunni Sufis, literati, and historians of the Timurid era,

gf{v}ln?ﬁi along with its causes and consequences, forms the subject of this
Literati article. This research has been conducted using a descriptive-
Sufis, analytical method. The research question asks: What factors led to the
Historians, praise of the Shi'T Imams by Sunni prominent figures during the
Timurids. Timurid period? The findings indicate that the affection of prominent

Sunnis for the Shi‘T Imams and their belief in the Imams’ wilayah led
to the elimination of sectarian prejudices and fostered a popular
inclination toward Shi‘ism prior to the Safavid era.
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English Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the post-Abbasid era, following the fall of the Caliphate and the rise of the llkhanid and
subsequently the Timurid dynasties, the religious landscape of Iran underwent fundamental
transformations. One of the prominent currents of this period was the remarkable expansion of
Islamic Sufism and mysticism. Rather than engaging in sectarian theological disputes, many Sufis
and masters of the tarigah (spiritual paths) emphasized the axes of “love for the Ahl al-Bayt (peace
be upon them)” and “self-purification.” The central research question of this study is why and how
prominent Sunni figures in the Timurid era turned to praising the Shi'1 Imams, and what cultural
and social impacts this approach exerted on the religious atmosphere of Iran prior to the official
establishment of Shi‘ism during the Safavid period. By investigating this issue, the article
demonstrates that this tendency was not merely a literary tradition; rather, it was the product of a
form of “mystical Sunnism” wherein the wilayah (spiritual authority) and spiritual stature of the
Shi‘T Imams were embraced as the poles of mystical journey (sulitk) and ethical exemplars.

Materials and Methods

Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach and utilizing library resources, this research
investigates the works of mystics, poets, and historians from the eighth and ninth centuries AH
(fourteenth and fifteenth centuries CE).

Results and Discussion

Sufi masters such as Najm al-Din Kubra and his followers, despite their adherence to the Shafi‘1
jurisprudence, regarded ‘Ali (PBUH) as the supreme head of the saints (awliya’). Mystics like ‘1zz
al-Din Mahmitid Kashani and Kamal al-Din Husayn Khwarazmi considered love for the Ahl al-
Bayt as an essential prerequisite of mystical wayfaring, commemorating the Imams with boundless
reverence. Sufis placed a strong emphasis on unity and the rapprochement of Islamic schools of
thought (tagrib al-madhahib). Mystics such as ‘Abd al-Rahman Jami, Sayyid ‘Ali Hamadani, and
Khwajah Muhammad Parsa made no distinction in their works between their love for the Prophet’s
family and their own religious identity, even composing poetry in praise of Imam Rida (PBUH)
and addressing the tragedy of Karbala. Unlike the purely Sunni historiographical tradition, Timurid
historians such as Hafiz-i Abrii and Khwandamir approached the biography of the Imams, the event
of Karbala, and the concept of Mahdism with a respectful attitude. Khwandamir’s account of Sultan
Husayn Bayqara’s decision to mint coins bearing the names of the Imams illustrates the penetration
of this mindset into the upper strata of political power.

Conclusion

The praise of the Shi‘T Imams in the works of Sunnis during the Timurid era reflects a structural
evolution in Islamic thought. This phenomenon paved the way for the reduction of sectarian
prejudices and the rapprochement between Shi‘is and Sunnis, thereby contributing to a “cultural
groundwork” for the religious transformations of the Safavid period. From the perspective of this
article, the veneration of the Imams during this era did not represent a rupture from Sunnism; rather,
it demonstrated the spiritual richness and openness of Sufi orders toward the concepts of Shi‘ism.
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