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Article type: This study aims to examine the pattern of interaction of Imam Hasan al-Mujtaba
Review Article (AS) with oppositional currents in Kufa and Syria and to analyze it within the

framework of political theology and Quranic foundations. The main research
Article history: question is: How did Imam Hasan (AS) interact with oppositional groups in light of

04 January 2026  the social, political, and theological conditions of his time, and how did this lead to
27 March 2026 the decision for peace? This research adopts an interdisciplinary historical—
29 June 2026 theological analytical approach, and its data are collected from reliable historical,
23 August 2026 narrational (hadith), and exegetical sources. The method of analysis is a combination

of historical content analysis, critical rereading of narrational reports, and political-

Keywords: theological interpretation. The findings indicate that the oppositional currents in
Imam Hasan al-Mujtaba (AS),  Kufa and Syria differed fundamentally in their nature and level of cohesion, and that
Oppositional Currents, Imam Hasan (AS), through an accurate assessment of these conditions, adopted

Imam Hasan's Peace Treaty,  context-sensitive strategies for each setting. In Kufa, the emphasis was placed on

Shiite Political Theology, preserving social and ethical cohesion, whereas in Syria, peace was chosen as a

Political Rationality, .. . .

. prudent strategy for crisis management and the protection of the overarching

Conflict Management. ’ 77 .
interests of religion (maslahah). Further analysis demonstrates that Imam Hasan’s
decision to pursue peace was not a sign of weakness, but rather an expression of
theological-political rationality, intelligent resistance, and the preservation of the
discourse of the I/mamah. The study concludes that Imam Hasan’s model of
interaction represents a synthesis of ethics, expediency, and power within the
framework of Islamic political theology, and can serve as a theoretical model for
rethinking conflict management in Islamic history and contemporary religious
societies.
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Introduction

This study aims to elucidate the pattern of Imam Hasan al-Mujtaba’s (AS) engagement with opposing
factions in the two distinct socio-political contexts of Kufa and Syria (al-Sham). The central question of the
research is how Imam Hasan (AS), in light of the social, political, and theological circumstances of his time,
confronted these opposition groups and what factors led to his decision to conclude the peace treaty. By
critically examining reductionist interpretations of Imam Hasan’s (AS) peace, this study argues that the
peace treaty was not a sign of weakness but rather a manifestation of theological-political rationality, crisis
management, and the preservation of the supreme interests of Islam. Adopting an interdisciplinary approach,
the research also explores the relationship between historical evidence, Quranic teachings, and Shi 1 political
theology in analyzing the political conduct (sirak) of Imam Hasan (AS).

Materials and Methods

In terms of purpose, this research is descriptive—analytical, while in nature it is based on historical
analysis employing the framework of political theology and interdisciplinary studies. Data were
collected through library research and documentary analysis. Authoritative historical, hadith, and
exegetical sources—including the works of al-Tabari, al-Baladhuri, al-Kulayni, Shaykh al-Mufid,
and classical Quranic commentaries—served as the primary basis for data collection. The data were
analyzed using historical content analysis, critical examination of historical reports, critical
reinterpretation of narrations, conceptual and theological analysis, and comparative analysis of the
conditions prevailing in Kufa and Syria, with the aim of reconstructing and explaining Imam
Hasan’s (AS) pattern of interaction with opposing factions in both regions.

Results and Discussion

The findings demonstrate that the opposition movements in Kufa and Syria differed fundamentally
in terms of their organizational structure, cohesion, and objectives. In Kufa, the opposition
consisted of a heterogeneous coalition of weak-willed individuals, materialistic opportunists,
infiltrators, and Kharijites, whose actions undermined social cohesion and significantly reduced
the possibility of effective military resistance. In contrast, the Syrian front under Mu awiyah
possessed a highly organized structure supported by military power, an effective propaganda
apparatus, and mechanisms for political legitimization. In response to these differing
circumstances, Imam Hasan (AS) adopted context-specific strategies. In Kufa, he emphasized
preserving social cohesion, raising public awareness, and completing the divine proof (itmam al-
hujjah). In Syria, however, he chose peace as a prudent strategy for crisis management,
safeguarding the lives of believers, and preserving the institution of the /mamah. The findings
further indicate that the conditions necessary for legitimate jihad were absent due to betrayal,
instability, and the collapse of social solidarity. Consequently, the peace treaty represented an
expression of theological-political rationality and the application of the Islamic juridical principle
of choosing the lesser harm to prevent the greater one (daf" al-afsad bi al-fasid). Moreover, the
analysis reveals that the peace treaty did not signify the end of Imam Hasan’s (AS) political
mission; rather, it preserved the discourse of the Imamah, ensured the continuity of strategic
resistance, and laid the foundations for the uprising of Ashiira’.

Conclusion
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The study concludes that Imam Hasan al-Mujtaba’s (AS) model of engagement with opposing factions was
founded upon three principal elements: theological-political rationality, ethical conduct, and religious
expediency (maslakah). Imam Hasan’s (AS) peace treaty should therefore be understood not as a political
retreat but as an active strategy aimed at preserving Islam, protecting the lives of believers, safeguarding
the continuity of the Imamah, and managing conflict under conditions of severe crisis. By presenting an
integrated analytical framework that combines history, political theology, and political science, this study
demonstrates that the political conduct (sirak) of Imam Hasan (AS) can serve as a valuable theoretical model
for analyzing conflict management and the relationship between ethics, power, and expediency in
contemporary Muslim societies.
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